
CANES COMMS 9_17_21 
Good afternoon East Ham Fam! 

We’re back in our school-day rhythm now that students have been back in building 
for the last seven school days. Thank you for your great support and flexibility as 
we took pandemic precautions on behalf of our school community. As you will see 
below, it has had a significantly positive effect, as our number of quarantined 
students has dropped dramatically. Helpful notes follow: 

Academics & Learning – This is a friendly reminder for students to read every day. 
The daily habit of reading is the single most important practice for progressing in 
school and developing a habit of lifelong learning. In his bestseller The World is Flat, 
Thomas Friedman asserts that the most successful people in this century will be 
those “who acquire a facility with ‘plain old reading and writing’-who learn, that is, 
to use knowledge to develop and communicate creative combinations of ideas, 
applications, and strategies to solve problems” (Focus, Mike Schmoker, 30).      

Parents, track your student’s progress on PowerSchool for updates on how they are 
doing academically. Please be sure that students make up any zeroes, as missing 
work has a significant impact on overall scores. 

School Health – At the time of this message, our number of quarantined students 
stands at 14. This is a remarkably low number for a school with well over 900 
students. Thank you to everyone for practicing good hygiene and best practices 
during the continuing COVID challenge. You can track daily numbers for EHMS and 
all schools at this website: HCS COVID-19 Data Dashboard - Hamilton County 
Schools (hcde.org). 

School Safety – Early today, a BB gun was found in a student’s possession. We 
acted immediately on this to ensure the safety of all EHMS students and have 
coordinated with law enforcement as well as the district. As always, we remain 
committed to the utmost security of our school, students, staff, and visitors. To this 
end, we do not tolerate any conduct that compromises this commitment. Our team 
works hard every day to ensure that your child receives the highest quality 
education, and do so in a safe as well as uplifting environment. 

Nutrition Department Opportunity – We have a position open in our school 
nutrition department at EHMS. If you or someone you might know is interested in 



this position, please go to the district Careers website for more 
information: Hamilton County Schools Apply (hcde.org) 

Thanks again for all you do to support our students and school community. We are 
beyond proud of our children and our Canes Nation! 

Dr. Ethan Hildreth, Principal 

 
 


